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Open Doors Youth Service
LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project Service Providers Network

Welcome to the first edition of Rainbow Connection!

The Rainbow Connection will be a regular email update designed to link together service providers and key community members across the state who are providing support to LGBT young people in Regional Queensland as a part of the Open Doors LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project.

Supporting LGBT young people can feel like an isolating task, especially when you are located in regional areas and when it might be difficult to gain the support of your community and organisation.  The ultimate aim of The Rainbow Connection is to connect service providers supporting LGBT young people, especially in regional Queensland, with each other.  This will help us share ideas, advice, stories, resources and connect us with others who are also working very hard to support LGBT young people across the state.  

You are more than a single person battling against homophobia, invisibility and isolation, you are someone who is an important part of a much larger picture.  A picture that sees us working together to support LGBT young people to be healthy and happy in their own communities, and connected to a place where they can belong, be proud and celebrate their identities.

The first edition will primarily focus on filling everyone in on what is happening in each area.  Please distribute this amongst your Local Working Group members and networks.  

If you see something that interests you, I encourage you to make contact with each other and share your enthusiasm for supporting LGBT young people

If you would like to continue to receive Rainbow Connection updates, please reply to this email with “Subscribe to Rainbow Connection” in the subject

Open Doors LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project

I am now in process of delivering the second round of workshops around the state, with 4 out of 8 being delivered so far.  This workshop focuses on practical support strategies, including creating accessible services, identifying and responding to homophobia, identifying needs, ensuring confidentiality, supporting disclosure and individual support strategies.  

The number of participants has decreased from the first workshop, however they have still been well attended, and those that have participated have contributed significantly to developing and implementing local support strategies for LGBT young people.

We have not yet heard officially, but we are hopeful that we will be receiving more funds to continue the project.  If more funding is received, the project will be looking at extending its support to some new locations and continue to support the existing areas.

There was an article titled “Coming out about youth suicide” in the February edition of “Community Connect” a Department of Communities publication which was about LGBT youth suicide and the Open Doors LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project. To see the article visit http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/department/publications/community-connect/2009/issue-three/youth-suicide.html
Remember if you need access to research reports, resources or information to visit the Open Doors Service Providers Website at www.opendoors-youthservice.org
The website for young people to visit is www.opendoors.net.au
Queensland Association of Healthy Communities (QAHC)

Throughout this project, Open Doors has been working closely with QAHC health promotion officers. QAHC has workers through out the state who support the ongoing work in the LGBT communities. 

QAHC workers distribute health promotional material targeted to rural and regional areas, they create local LGBT publications, create and maintain LGBT community websites, organize and support LGBT community events (such as regional pride days, queer film festivals, dance parties and coffee mornings), and provide support to local LGBT events and activities.  I encourage you to make links with your local QAHC worker, and utilize them to access resources, information and support. 

Katie Bishop (Sunshine Coast)

kbishop@qahc.org.au or 5451 1118

Amanda Dean (Toowoomba)

adean@qach.org.au or 3017 1777

Tim Spratling (Bundaberg and Rockhampton)

tspratling@qahc.org.au or 5451 1118

Kevin Scott (Mackay)

kscott@qahc.org.au or 4041 5451

The 2 Spirits program provides information, resources and support for Indigenous gay men and Sistergirls across the state

Wilo Muwadda

wmuwadda@qahc.org.au or3017 1777

Brett Mooney

bmooney@qahc.org.au or 3017 1777

The QAHC Healthy Community Fund provides grants of up to $5000 for project that support the health and wellbeing of LGBT Queenslanders.  Applications close soon!  For more information visit www.qahc.org.au/fund
Brisbane

Brisbane Pride rally, march and fair day is on Saturday 13th June at Musgrave Park.  Open Doors had a banner painted by the young people and marched in the parade.  We also had a stall where we were distributing resources, promoting the drop-in space and the Night Vision Dance party and also sold t-shirts and rainbow scarves.  

Open Doors will be holding Night Vision a drug and alcohol free dance party for LGBT young people aged 12-19 on Friday 19th June 2009 from 7 to 11pm at Open Doors.  Please contact Rocky or Lisa on (07) 3257 7660 for more information. Night Vision Dance Party (PDF 63 kB) 

Bent is an Underage Queer Bandfest that will be held on the 27th of June from 11am at QAHC (30 Helen St, Newstead), $10 entry, all ages welcome but the event is strictly drug and alcohol free.  All profits will be donated to Open Doors.

Contact Rocky Malone or Lisa Thorpy (Open Doors) on (07) 3257 7660 or opendoors@opendoors.net.au
Sunshine Coast

Shout, a group for LGBT young people and their friends, has kicked in February off running the last Thursday of the month from 6pm to 8pm at the QAHC Resource Centre.  Shout always has two staff members from the Local Working Group present to supervise, with a roster created to ensure that the group is properly supervised.  

Before starting the group, a survey was conducted to see what the young people wanted and two iPods were donated to the group, and were given as prizes for the young people who came up with the name and poster design.

The Local Working Group is made up of service providers from a large range of organizations meets regularly on the first Monday of the month, with Jasmine recently taking over the role of convener from Ashleigh who was on student placement with QAHC

www.gaysunshinecoast.com.au is managed by QACH and lists all the local LGBT community events and support services.

Contact Jasmine Perry (Integrated Family and Youth Service) jperry@ifys.com.au
 
Toowoomba

Prism, began running their monthly BBQ’s in December last year for the LGBT community, which although isn’t youth specific, is a welcoming and safe place for LGBT young people.  They are held on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 1pm onwards at Young Women’s Place. The BBQ is supervised by Young Women’s Place staff, with the meat being supplied by Toowoomba Lifeline.  Prism hopes to extend their support to a LGBT youth specific space, however are finding it difficult to find a suitable and available venue

The Local Working Group is made up of a few organizations, and meets once a month.

Young Women’s Place applied for and received a grant from the Big Gay Day proceeds to go towards preventing LGBT Youth Suicide in Toowoomba

The Alliance, a diversity group at University of Southern Queensland Toowoomba, has started up again, and is working closely with Prism to create more supports in Toowoomba

Contact Nadia Brady (Young Women’s Place) nadia.brady@gmail.com
Mackay

Rainbow Youth Mackay, has kicked off again after Tracey Backshall who initiated RYM moved away from Mackay.  

RYM is run by a management committee of LGBT community members and young people, which meet on the first Thursday of the month at 7pm, and is sponsored and supported by Youth Information and Referral Service (YIRS)

RYM is involved in many activities, including

· Creating and running their website www.rainbowyouthmackay.com.au
· Starting their monthly newsletter

· Running monthly BBQ gatherings for LGBT young people aged 16 to 30 at Quota Park on the third Sunday of the month at 2pm to 6pm.  The event is supervised by RYM committee members, a YIRS staff member and GLBT Police Liaison Officers are available if assistance is needed

· Running dance nights for the LGBT community, with the funds raised going to support RYM continue to run. 

· Other social activities are scheduled regularly, such as skating, bowing, camps, paint ball etc

· Conducted a survey to see what young people would like provided which help RYM plan activities, workshops and meetings over the next 6 months

RYM received a QAHC Healthy Communities grant that goes towards purchasing BBQ food, dance nights, purchasing RYM wristbands, printing costs and administrative costs

RYM also had a positive story about them on the Central Queensland Chanel 7 News recently

RYM aims to be an incorporated body and hopes to petition the Regional Queer Film Festival to come to Mackay in 2010.

Contact Derryn Ridge (Rainbow Youth Mackay Chairman) derryn_r@hotmail.com
Bundaberg

Bundaberg held its first LGBT youth social BBQ on Saturday the 13th June 2009 at 12pm for LGBT young people, their family and friends, with a good number of young people attending.  Bundaberg Youth Service and Peirson Services are providing food for the BBQ, and supervising the young people.

Bundaberg distributed surveys to find out what people wanted, held a meeting with LGBT young people in March that both yielded some good feedback about what LGBT young people were wanting to happen.  

Bundaberg has focused on trying to educate the general public about the needs and experiences of LGBT young people through providing media releases to local TV and radio outlets, and was successful with a story in News-Mail and on WIN news.  Unfortunately however the stories haven’t focused on the issue of suicide prevention with one media outlet refusing to use the work ‘suicide’ regardless of the content. 

Upon seeking advice on this issues, the were informed The Media Alliance Code of Ethics make no reference to the way a journalist should report on a specific issue - e.g. suicide or mental health etc. As such, it does not compel a journalist to use or not use specific terms or words.  For those who are interested in the responsible reporting of suicide in the media please visit the Mind Frame website http://www.mindframe-media.info/site/index.cfm
The LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Task Force is made up of a group of service providers and meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 10am at the Peirson Office.

The group is currently developing a Bundaberg MySpace page, and is looking at creating badges that identify staff as being supportive of LGBT and Indigenous people. Bundaberg is also hoping to develop a mentor program with LGBT people aged 18-25 being trained and available to provide peer mentor support to LGBT young people.

Contact Sean McCartney (Peirson Services) sean.mccartney@peirsontrust.org.au
Rockhampton

The second workshop was just recently delivered in Rockhampton, with 12 service providers and community members participating.

Christie Green nominated herself to be the new convener of the Rockhampton Local Working Group, and will shortly be arranging a meeting with service providers and community member to discuss strategies for supporting LGBT young people in Rockhampton.  There appears to be significant interest and energy for supporting LGBT young people in Rockhampton at the moment, and it is hopeful that things will move along quickly there.

Open Doors received a private donation that was specifically requested to go towards supporting LGBT young people in Rockhampton, so these funds will assist Rockhampton in establishing some local support.

Rockhampton also recently hosted Tropical Alternatives, the regional Queer Film Festival, which was very successful with over 60 people attending. 

QAHC produces “Outrageous” a Central Queensland LGBT magazine and provides all the latest community information on the www.gayrocky.com website

Contact Christie Green (Management of Public Intoxication Program) mpip@byterocky.net.au
Goondiwindi

Kath, a community development worker, has enthusiastically jumped in to support LGBT young people in her community, despite being in a very regional and isolated area that experiences homophobic attitudes.      

Gundy Gay Gathering will be having it first outing on Sunday the 14th of June at 12 pm for LGBT young people up to age 24, their family and friends.  To ensure safety, participants only receive the venue details after they make contact with Kath at Care Goondiwindi.  It is the aim to hold the gathering every second month, even if there are only a few people who come to the first one. 

An article about sexuality and gender identity was published in the April edition of the “Getting Out In Gundy” monthly magazine describing the needs and experiences of LGBT young people and providing a list of LGBT support services, including online communities.

The second workshop will be held in Goondiwind on Thursday 23rd July with advertising about to be distributed.

Contact Kath Johnston (Care Goondiwindi) community@caregoondiwindi.org.au
Longreach

The second workshop was held Longreach on Thursday 11th of June.  There is interest in holding a social event for LGBT young people as there is a community of visible LGBT young people in Longreach who may benefit from this.

For the first time, LGBT community magazines are distributed at Longreach.

Contact Wendy Hunt (Longreach Regional Council) youth@longreach.qld.gov.au
Kingaroy

The second workshop will be held in Kingaroy on Thursday 9th July with advertising about to be distributed.

At the moment there is no key contact for this project in Kingaroy, however it is hopeful that more support will be gained at the second workshop

Sally Morris
Suicide Prevention Project Worker
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