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Welcome to the second edition of Rainbow Connection!

The Rainbow Connection will be a regular email update designed to link together service providers, organisations and key community members across the state that are providing support to LGBT young people across Queensland.
Supporting LGBT young people can feel like an isolating task, especially when you are located in regional areas and when it might be difficult to gain the support of your community and organisation.  The ultimate aim of The Rainbow Connection is to connect service providers supporting LGBT young people, especially those in regional Queensland, with each other.  This will help us share ideas, advice, stories, resources and connect us with others who are also working very hard to support LGBT young people across the state.  

You are more than a single person battling against homophobia, invisibility and isolation, you are someone who is an important part of a much larger picture.  A picture that sees us working together to support LGBT young people to be healthy and happy in their own communities, and connected to a place where they can belong, be proud and celebrate their identities.

If you see something that interests you, I encourage you to make contact with each other and share your enthusiasm for supporting LGBT young people

If you would like to continue to receive Rainbow Connection updates, please reply to this email with “Subscribe to Rainbow Connection” in the subject line.
Open Doors LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project Update
Unfortunately, due to not receiving any additional funding, the Open Doors LGBT Youth Suicide Prevention Project will be finishing at the end of July 2009.

Open Doors has received an additional $36 000 from the Queensland Department of Communities and with these funds I will undertake the role of sector development until the end of the year.  

Through this role, Open Doors will advocate for the needs of LGBT young people to be recognised and included at a policy level, which we hope will support work to be undertaken at an operational level, 
Regularly throughout this project, I met many enthusiastic and supportive workers who felt that their ability to support LGBT young people would be hampered by their organisations, funding bodies and their communities.  Through this role, Open Doors hope to address and change the systemic institutional homophobia that prevents individual workers providing active positive support to LGBT young people on the ground.

We hope that through doing this that we will be able to source additional funding to facilitate more programs for LGBT young people, including those in regional areas.

I would like to thank all those people who have supported me throughout this project, and who have given countless energy, time and resources to support the LGBT young people of their community.

I have been amazed by the huge achievements from this project that have appeared in just a short 12 months.  5 new groups for LGBT young people have appeared, and over 150 service providers have been trained in supporting LGBT young people.  

I hope that the initiatives that have appeared will continue to run, gain momentum and grow in size, and of cause continue to provide positive affirming support to LGBT young people across Queensland
I am currently completing the final evaluation report and will make this available on the service provider’s website in due course. 

Q News has two stories about the project in its latest issues (on pages 7 and 9)
http://www.qnews.com.au/category/image-galleries/issue-226
What will be happening to support Service Providers?

Rainbow Connection

The Rainbow Connection Service Providers network will be continued and extended to invite other individuals and service providers supporting LGBT young people in Brisbane and across Queensland (a run down of other LGBT youth groups is listed below). 

A regular newsletter will be distributed with information about what is happening around the state.  If you would like to contribute to this, please contact me.

Service Providers Website

The Open Doors Service providers website will continue to run and will be maintained and regularly updated as more resources and information becomes available.  
Service Providers Forum

The service provider’s forum has been re-launched after making some adjustments to prevent spam.  

The forum is a space for service providers who are supporting LGBT young people who are isolated from each other share information, resources 

If you are already registered, you will receive an email giving instructions on how to access your account.   If you are interested in signing up to the forum, please email me at suicideprevention@opendoors.net.au for the username and password to get to the forum. From here you can develop your own username and password to access the forum and contribute to discussions
Information and Support

If you need any guidance or have any LGBT young people who need additional support, please contact Open Doors on (07) 3257 7660 and ask for Lisa or Rocky 
Open Doors Websites

We are currently in the process of updating our websites, so please check them out for new information and resources

Youth Website – 

www.opendoors.net.au
Service Providers Website – 
www.opendoors-youthservice.org
MySpace - 


http://www.myspace.com/opendoor_s  

Facebook – Our Facebook page is still being set up and will be coming soon!  
Queensland Association of Healthy Communities (QAHC)

Now that the Suicide Prevention Project is wrapping up, your connection with your local QAHC person is especially important as their workers through out the state who support the ongoing work in the LGBT communities. 

QAHC workers distribute health promotional material targeted to rural and regional areas, they create local LGBT publications, create and maintain LGBT community websites, organize and support LGBT community events (such as regional pride days, queer film festivals, dance parties and coffee mornings), and provide support to local LGBT events and activities.  I encourage you to make links with your local QAHC worker, and utilize them to access resources, information and support. 

Katie Bishop (Sunshine Coast)

kbishop@qahc.org.au or 5451 1118

Amanda Dean (Toowoomba)

adean@qach.org.au or 3017 1777

Tim Spratling (Bundaberg and Rockhampton)

tspratling@qahc.org.au or 5451 1118

Kevin Scott (Mackay)

kscott@qahc.org.au or 4041 5451

The 2 Spirits program provides information, resources and support for Indigenous gay men and Sistergirls across the state

Wilo Muwadda

wmuwadda@qahc.org.au or3017 1777

Brett Mooney

bmooney@qahc.org.au or 3017 1777

Brisbane

Open Doors have now changed its drop-in hours to make it more accessible to young people at school.  

Drop-in for LGBT young people aged 12 to 18 

Wednesday 
1.30 to 6.30 pm

Friday

12.30 to 40.30pm

A new Social Group for LGBT young people 18 to 24 each fortnight started in July 

Jellybeans, the social group for transgender young people aged 24 or under is going strong and is running every second Saturday, 3 to 5pm
Contact Rocky Malone or Lisa Thorpy (Open Doors) on (07) 3257 7660 or opendoors@opendoors.net.au
Support for LGBT young people outside of Brisbane
Open Doors can provide telephone or email support to LGBT young people across the state, although isn’t available after hours.
Contact Rocky Malone or Lisa Thorpy (Open Doors) on (07) 3257 7660 or opendoors@opendoors.net.au
Kids Help Line 
Phone counseling 1800 55 1800 (24 hours) 

Web Counselling www.kidshelpline.com.au
Gay Line / Lesbian Line 
7 to 10pm 7 days a week (07) 3017 1717 or 1800 184 527  

www.glwa.org.au
Reach Out 
Reach Out has some great info sheets on sexuality and coming out, as well as advice for young people on strategies for dealing with difficult situations

www.reachout.com
Regional Groups

Through the Open Doors Suicide Prevention Project, there are now LGBT youth groups in Sunshine Coast, Toowoomba, Mackay, Bundaberg and Goondiwindi.  Visit our websites for more information.
There are other LGBT youth groups across the state

Cairns
Queer Youth Action Group

Support for LGBT young people in Far North QLD. Contact QAHC (07) 4041 54 51
QYouth is an online space put together by a group of service providers and individuals in Far North Queensland to assist LGBT and questioning youth (16-26 years) to find support and information. www.qyouth.net.au/index.html
Gold Coast 
QSPACE Expanded Horizons LGBT young people aged 12 to 17 Fridays 4 to 6pm 
Website www.qspace.net.au/index.htm 

Contact (07) 5503 8111 or qspace@live.com.au   
Beenleigh (South of Brisbane) 
Out House is a group for LGBT young people aged 12 to 17.  Contact 3807 8274 for more information
If you know of other groups, support or initiatives please let Open Doors know!
Websites

Fraser Coast 

www.frasergays.com
Rockhampton

www.gayrocky.com 

Sunshine Coast 
www.gaysunshinecoast.com.au 

Far North Queensland
www.qyouth.net.au/index.html
Australian LGBT Youth Online community 
www.ozlounge.com.au 

Australian LGBT Youth Online community 
www.dogwomble.com/ 
Global LGBT Youth Online community  

ww.queerattitude.com/
Global LGBT Youth Online community

www.mogenic.com 

(this site is currently down, but hopefully will be restored in the near future)

Are you an accessible service?
Make yourself more accessible and list your service on the Open Doors Website for young people to find you.  

List yourself in the Q News community directory http://www.qgroups.com.au/directory
LGBT Community Surveys
Professional Practice With LGBT Clients

This survey is open for service providers working in Mental Health and/or Alcohol & Other Drug (ATODS) services accross both government and community sectors in Queensland. It will collect perspectives from service providers on their experiences of LGBT clients presenting to services.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=9_2fwcbz7DVnJixxvBzu4mcw_3d_3d

States Of Mind 

The States of Minds survey aims to identify the needs, issues and concerns LGBT Queenslanders have about their emotional & social wellbeing, their mental health and their alcohol, tobacco and other drug use. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=Jdp_2f2xJga5xwrjIO06MLdg_3d_3d

PASH

This is a study of gay and bisexual men about their experiences of and attitudes toward sex 
http://www.pash-study.net/
Not So Private Lives

This is the first national survey focusing on same-sex relationships in Australia (For over 18’s only)
www.notsoprivatelives.com
Stop Homophobic Violence in Queensland

Survey on the way homophobic and transphobic violence impacts on the LGBRT community and the way that police respond to this

www.stopgayhotenow.com 
Sally Morris
Suicide Prevention Project Worker
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